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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  Anchorage

Project Title: 

Anchorage - Ship Creek Tourist and Cruise Passenger
Salmon Learning Center

State Funding Requested: $ 3,500,000 House District: Anchorage Areawide (17-32)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
The Municipality will construct a Salmon Learning Center at the Anchorage Hatchery to improve visitor
understanding of Alaska's Salmon Resources. Facilities will serve large volumes of cruise ship
passengers.

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $7,000,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

There is no other funding needed

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
In partnership with Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADFG’s) and the private sector, this project will construct a
salmon and fishery education and information center adjacent to the ADF&G's new hatchery facility along Ship Creek in
Anchorage. The proposed educational exhibits will include interactive interpretive kiosks, a living stream habitat,
multipurpose aquatic resource learning and training centers, salmon viewing, and gift shop. The facility will support Alaska
Department of Fish & Game's Salmon in the Classroom program, the MOA's Salmon in the City initiative, and private sector
tourism, and convention and visitor business activities. It would be
made available to community groups and other organizations for small group meetings, receptions, and other educational
functions.

This project has strong support from Alaska Department of Fish and Game, tourism businesses, sport fishing interests and
other stakeholders. Most recently, the Alaska Chapter of the American Institute of Architects has become intrigued by the
project and is organizing a pro bono design charrette in January 2008. This event will help the State and the City further
develop the design and venues for this important facility.

The hatchery facility in Anchorage attracts up to 60,000 visitors on an annual basis and does not provide a compelling visitor
experience. The existing hatchery information and educational facilities cannot accommodate current visitations and cannot
take advantage of a much larger expected visitor market of 120,000 people. Completion of the Salmon Learning Center
provides an
unparalleled opportunity to nourish a growing appetite for knowledge-based visitor experiences. In addition to tourists, the
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facility would appeal to all Alaskans who care deeply about our salmon and aquatic resources.

Project Timeline:
Planning and Design can begin as soon as funds are available.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Municipality of Anchorage

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name: Wigglesworth, David T.
Phone Number: 907-343-7116 
Address:  
Email:  

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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